
ALBERT A. PALACIOS  
915-867-5127 aapalacios@utexas.edu 

EDUCATION              
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN, Austin, TX 
    Ph.D., Latin American History 
    Dissertation: Publishing in 16th-Century Mexico 
 
    M.A., Latin American Studies 
    Concentration: Mexico 
    M.S., Information Studies 
    Specialization: Preservation Administration  
 
    B.A., Anthropology, Minor History 
    Focus: Indigenous Culture & Modern Latin America 
    B.Architecture (1st Professional Degree) 
    Focus: Architectural History & Sustainability 
                  

May 2021 
 
 
      Dec. 2012 
 
    Graduate Portfolio, Museum Studies  May 2011 
    Focus: Exhibit Design & Technologies  
 
    Certificate, Cultural Studies   May 2009 
    Focus: Southwestern Spanish Missions 
    Certificate, Leadership 
    Study Abroad Fellowship, Italy

RARE BOOK SCHOOL, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 
    Provenance: Tracing Owners and Collections               June 2023 
    Textual Mobilities: Works, Books and Reading Across Early Modern Europe          June 2022 
    Digital Approaches to Bibliography & Book History               July 2021 
    Analytical Bibliography                              July 2015 
 
MELLON SUMMER INSTITUTE, Newberry Library, Chicago, IL 
    Spanish Paleography                             June 2013 
 
EL PASO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, El Paso, TX 
    A.A., Business Administration with College Honors                         May 2009 
 
PUBLICATIONS              
“Prepublication Censorship and Licensing: The Spanish Crown’s Sixteenth-Century Book Trade,”              2022 
    Printing History 31-32 (2022): 8-28. 
 “Preventing ‘Heresy’: Censorship and Privilege in Mexican Publishing, 1590-1612,”              2014 
    Book History 17 (2014): 117-164.  (2014 Best Graduate Essay Prize) 
“Previniendo Error en la Propagación de la Fe: The Nascence of Book Censorship in Mexico,”          2014 
    In Evangelization and Culture in Colonial Mexico (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2014.) 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE           
Lecturer, “Digital Libraries” and “Historical Museums” graduate courses                Fall 2022-Present 
    School of Information, The University of Texas at Austin  
Institute Director and Instructor, Spanish Paleography + Digital Humanities Institute              Fall 2021-Present 
    LLILAS Benson Latin American Studies and Collections, The University of Texas at Austin 
Instructor, “The Printing Press in Spanish America: 1492–1833”       Summer 2024-Present 
    Rare Book School, University of Virginia 
Instructor, “Patrimony and GLAM Perspective” graduate course                 Fall 2023-Present 
    Master in Digital Humanities Program, National University of Tres de Febrero, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Workshop Instructor, “Digital Preservation, Access, and Reuse of Archival Collections”          Nov. 2017 
    National School of Conservation, Restoration, and Museology Symposium, Mexico City, Mexico         
Supplemental Instructor, “U.S. History since 1865”                Spring 2015 
    Department of History, The University of Texas at Austin  
Supplemental Instructor, “U.S. History 1492-1865”                      Fall 2014 
    Department of History, The University of Texas at Austin  
 

http://www.sharpweb.org/main/book-history-essay-prize-winners/
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LEADERSHIP & SERVICE           
Chair & Board Member, “Archives, Libraries, and DS” Section, Latin American Studies Association     2019-Present 
Member, Advisory Board, Initiative for Digital Humanities          2021-Present 
Co-Chair, “Archives, Libraries, and DS” Conference Track Chair, Latin American Studies Association         2021-2023 
Member, 2023 Conference Program Committee, Texas State Historical Association           2021-2022 
Member, 2022 International Scientific Committee-Chile, Association of Critical Heritage Studies                     2021-2022 
Article Reviewer, Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Latin American History         2017 & 2020 
Article Reviewer, Digital Humanities Quarterly Journal                2019 
Grant Reviewer, Office of Digital Humanities, National Endowment for the Humanities           2019 
Chair & Member, Bridging Disciplines Program Alumni Advisory Board, UT-Austin              2016-Present 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE           
LLILAS BENSON LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES AND COLLECTIONS, Austin, TX 
Digital Scholarship Coordinator                2016-Present 
    • Supervise resident librarians, graduate research assistants, undergraduate interns, and postdoctoral fellows 
    • Coordinate annual digital scholarship & special collection internship, fellowship, and other funding programs 
    • Design and implement digital humanities curricula with faculty and graduate instructors using special collections 
    • Organize public programming, including annual speaker series, symposia, a-thons, conferences, and workshops 
    • Develop, implement, and oversee endowment and grant budgets  
    • Conceptualize, design, write proposals, and implement grant projects 
    • Manage LLILAS Benson’s data and research repositories, including Dataverse and Texas ScholarWorks  
    • Lead the design and management of digital initiatives, including the Curriculum and Primeros Libros projects 
    • Conceive, create, coordinate, and support digital exhibitions and related programming          
 - Co-Organizer, On the Fringes of the Mexican Revolution, Traveling exhibition & programs with UTEP, 2025 
 - Organizer, A New Spain, 1521-1821, Digital exhibition & remote workshops with UTEP, 2021 
 - Organizer, The Augustinian Order in Sixteenth-Century Mexico, Digital exhibition, 2020 
 - Organizer, Relaciones Geográficas of New Spain, Digital exhibition, 2017 
 - Organizer, Mapping Mexican History, Traveling exhibit workshops with UTEP & UTRGV, 2017 
    • Conceive and implement teaching and research initiatives with Latin American educational and cultural partners 
    • Promote LLILAS Benson digital scholarship efforts locally, nationally, and internally through development,  
      conference, and public presentations 
    • Manage the LLILAS Benson Digital Scholarship Lab and provide specialized consultations on digital projects     
Student Archivist                            Spr. 2011 
    • Appraised, described, and arranged the papers of Hispanic rights activist Virgilio G. Roel 
 
HARRY RANSOM HUMANITIES RESEARCH CENTER, Austin, TX 
Film Curatorial Assistant                 2010-2015
    • Initiated, planned, coordinated, and supervised the development of digital collections 
 - Organizer, Gone with the Wind Fan Mail Database, Fall 2014 
 - Supervisor, Alfred Junge & Norman O. Dawn ContentDM Digital Collections, 2011-2014 
    • Developed exhibitions through archival research, selection, digitization, and catalog preparation           
 - Co-Organizer, The Making of Gone with the Wind, Gallery exhibition, Fall 2014 
 - Organizer, Ready, Set…Cut!: Censorship in the Film Industry, Reading Room exhibition, Fall 2011 
 - Research Assistant, Making Movies, Gallery exhibition, Fall 2010  
    • Trained and coordinated an average of 10 students (graduate & undergraduate) per semester in the:     
 - Preservation and cataloging of over 20 audio-visual collections 
 - Inventory and processing of over 10 archival, photography, and art collections 
 - Creation (digitization, metadata, and image editing) of 3 digital collections 
    • Served as the Center’s de facto moving image archivist, cataloging and preparing film/video for cold storage 

https://sites.utexas.edu/llilasbensonds/funding/
https://sites.utexas.edu/llilasbensonds/funding/1916-2/
https://sites.utexas.edu/llilasbensonds/programming/
https://dataverse.tdl.org/dataverse/llilasbenson
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/8972
https://curriculum.llilasbenson.utexas.edu/
https://primeroslibros-prod.lib.utexas.edu/spotlight/primeros-libros-de-las-americas
https://exhibits.lib.utexas.edu/spotlight/?tag=Benson
https://exhibits.lib.utexas.edu/spotlight/a-new-spain
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7602ac86739c425d9f6c0e2a6b662d9f
https://ut-austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b43ddf4e011646a58404162d4cddc1c8
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utlac/00332/lac-00332.html
http://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/GWTW/#top
http://hrc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15878coll33#nav_top
http://hrc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15878coll15#nav_top
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    • Facilitated and processed national and international exhibition loans and publishing requests 
    • Inspected accessions for pests and compiled inventories to procure housing supplies 
    • Expedited patron research and digitization requests to increase collection accessibility 
Digitization Technician                 June 2009- 
    • Authored procedural manuals and trained interns on digital collection development          Aug. 2012 
    • Digitized archival collections using overhead and flatbed scanners               
    • Edited/retouched, reformatted, and organized images for digital collection and databases 
    • Generated and enriched metadata records for digitized special collection materials 
Intern                   2008-2009 
    • Constructed basic book conservation mends and preservation housings 
    • Re-housed & catalogued Italian opera libretti and American sheet music collections 
    • Conducted exhibit research and processed items for mounting  
 
EL PASO HOLOCAUST MUSEUM & STUDY CENTER, El Paso, TX 
Student Preservation Needs Assessor                      Spr. 2010 
    • Examined and recorded the collection's material state (over 200 artifacts) and environmental factors 
    • Trained museum volunteers on artifact condition assessment 
    • Prepared a full preservation needs assessment report with recommendations on care and handling methods 
    • Drafted grant proposal with budget to procure preservation supplies & fund staff training 
 
BOB BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, Austin, TX 
Exhibits Department Intern                                    Sum. 2008 
    • Researched, negotiated, & drafted artifact loan agreements for exhibitions 
    • Conducted condition assessments on incoming loaned artifacts 
    • Compiled visitor evaluations & produced exhibition reports 
 
FELLOWSHIP AND GRANT AWARDS          
Fellow, Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship for Diversity, Inclusion & Cultural Heritage           2021-2023 

Funder: Andrew W. Mellon Foundation & Rare Book School      
Co-PI, “Unlocking the Colonial Archive: Harnessing Artificial Intelligence for Historical Collections”      2021-2023 

Funder: National Endowment for the Humanities & UK Arts and Humanities Research Council     
Co-PI, “Enabling and Reusing Multilingual Citizen Contributions in the Archival Record”                  2020-2021 

Funder: Office of Digital Humanities, National Endowment for the Humanities      
Key Staff, “Subaltern Recogito: Annotating the…Geographic Reports of New Spain”              2019 

Funder: Pelagios Commons 
Supervisor, “CLIR Postdoctoral Fellowship in Latin American and Caribbean Studies”                2018-2020 

Funder: Council on Library and Information Resources & Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Key Staff, National Resource Center grant components: Curriculum Site & Education Collaboration        2018-2022 

Funder: U.S. Department of Education 
Key Staff, “LatAm: a Historical Gazetteer of Colonial Latin America and the Caribbean”                    2018 

Funder: Pelagios Commons 
Key Staff, “Cultivating a Latin American Post-Custodial Archival Community”          2017-2022 

Funder: The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Co-Manager, “Reading the First Books: Multilingual, Early-Modern OCR for Primeros Libros”        2016-2017 

Funder: Office of Digital Humanities, National Endowment for the Humanities      
Fellow, IMLS-RBS Fellowship for Early-Career Librarians                   2015 

Funder: Institute of Museum and Library Services & Rare Book School 
Fellow, William S. Reese Fellowship in American Bibliography & the History of the Book                2015  

Funder: Bancroft Library, The University of California-Berkeley 

https://rarebookschool.org/admissions-awards/fellowships/mellon-diversity/rbs-mellon-cultural-heritage-fellows-for-2021-2023/
https://texlibris.lib.utexas.edu/2020/12/21/unlocking-the-colonial-archive-grant-will-bring-access-to-a-trove-of-documents/
https://www.lib.utexas.edu/about/news/libraries-receive-neh-grant-help-develop-multilingual-transcription
https://medium.com/pelagios/subaltern-recogito-476a42118dd8
https://texlibris.lib.utexas.edu/2018/05/07/jennifer-isasi-to-join-llilas-benson-as-clir-fellow-for-data-curation/
https://texlibris.lib.utexas.edu/2020/08/llilas-benson-launches-curriculum-site/
https://medium.com/pelagios/final-report-on-latam-a-historical-gazetteer-of-colonial-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-4772c7eae9e2
https://research.utexas.edu/showcase/articles/view/llilas-benson-is-awarded-700000-andrew-w-mellon-foundation-grant
https://sites.utexas.edu/firstbooks/about/
https://rarebookschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015_press_release.pdf
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/libraries/bancroft-library/reese-fellowship-recipients
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PRESENTATIONS              
“Iniciativas de LLILAS Benson en la creación de archivos coloniales digitales”           Sep. 2024 
    Feria Internacional del Libro Coahuila, Saltillo, Mexico 
“Aprovechando las tecnologías digitales para mejorar el acceso a fondos reservados”           Sep. 2023 
    Feria Internacional del Libro de las Universitarias y los Universitarios, Mexico City, Mexico 
“Abriendo el archivo colonial indígena con las humanidades digitales”            Mar. 2023 
    Coloquio internacional “Archivar, desarchivar, anarchivar. Memoria y estrategia”, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
“Unlocking the Colonial Archive”                         Nov. 2022 
    Reunión Internacional de Historiadores de México, Austin, TX 
“Digitalizando el archivo en colaboración”                Oct. 2022 
    Simposio Regional sobre Conservación y Gestión del Patrimonio Documental, Online (Peru) 
“Previniendo la herejía: publicación en México y Perú durante el siglo XVI”           Aug. 2022 
    XVI Congreso Internacional de Estudios Clásicos, Online 
“Preventing 'Heresy': Publishing in 16th-Century Mexico”                       Dec. 2021 
    Primeros Libros Triennial Symposium, Online 
 “Lo que vendrá: Humanidades digitales”                         Sep. 2021 
    Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero, Online 
“Los Primeros Libros: Digital Collaboration for the Study of 16th-Century Print History”                     Sep. 2021 
    American Printing History Association, Online 
“Leveraging Handwritten Text Recognition Technology to “Read” the Spanish Colonial Archive”  May & July 2021 
    Latin American and Caribbean Cultural Heritage Archives Section, Online 
    Latin American Studies Association, Online                  
    Innovation & Technology Round Table, Texas Library Association, Online 
“Enabling and Reusing Multilingual Citizen Contributions in the Archival Record”          Nov. 2020 
    Coalition for Networked Information, Online 
“Enabling and Reusing Multilingual Citizen Contributions in the Archival Record”            July 2020 
    Digital Humanities International Conference, Online 
“From the Colonial Page: Introducing DH through Transcription”             May 2020 
    Latin American Studies Association, Online                  
“Incorporating Latin American Perspectives in World History & Geography”           Nov. 2019 
    National Council for the Social Studies Annual Conference, Austin, TX             
 “Creating Collections as Data for Teaching and Research”              Sep. 2019 
    OpenGLAM & Argentine Association of Digital Humanities, Online             
“Collaborative Digital Scholarship in the Undergraduate Classroom”             May 2019 
    Latin American Studies Association, Boston, MA                           
“From Digital Collection to Digital Scholarship: Building on the Primeros Libros Collection”           May 2018 
    Latin American Studies Association, Barcelona, Spain                   
“Digital Humanities at LLILAS Benson” (Conference Keynote)            Nov. 2017 
    National School of Conservation, Restoration, and Museology Symposium, Mexico City, Mexico         
“Breakdowns in Machine Reading: Confronting the Constructive Limitations of Decolonial DH”         Sep. 2018 
    Digital Frontiers, Austin, Texas 
 “Authorial Intent (and Other Agendas) in New Spain’s Publishing Industry, 1540-1625”          Apr. 2017 
    Latin American Studies Association, Lima, Peru                    
“Illustrating Power: Graphic Work in Early Colonial Mexico” (Exhibition Opening Panel)          Apr. 2016                       
    Obra Gráfica: Selections from the Print Collection Exhibition, Mexic-Arte Museum, Austin, TX          
“The Digital Contextualization of the Dispersed Colonial Latin American Archive”                                    May 2014   
    Latin American Studies Association, Chicago, IL                    
“Entre el machismo franciscano y la pared: La mujer indígena in the 18th-century San Antonio Missions”  Nov. 2013 
    Gloria E. Anzaldúa: El Mundo Zurdo Conference, San Antonio, TX                           


