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INF 391D.10 Survey of Information Studies  
UNIQUE NUMBER: 30990 

Fall 2026 

 

 

MEETING TIME AND LOCATION: Thursdays, 3:30 – 6:30 PM, UTA 1.204 

INSTRUCTOR: Soo Young Rieh  

Office: UTA 5.328 

Email: rieh@ischool.utexas.edu   

Office hours: Thursdays 1:30 – 2:30 PM and by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course serves as the foundational doctoral seminar for first-year PhD students in the UT iSchool. It 
provides a broad introduction to major theories, concepts, and intellectual traditions that shape 
information studies and related fields, including information science, information retrieval (IR), human-
computer interaction (HCI), computer-supported cooperative work (CSCW), science and technology 
studies (STS), human-centered AI, and other areas represented within the iSchool. Through engagement 
with foundational and influential scholarship, students will develop an understanding of the key 
concepts that inform contemporary research and practice. 

As a reading-intensive discussion seminar, the course examines a broad body of literature concerning 
people, information, data, technology, and society. Students will critically analyze and discuss seminal 
literature, diverse perspectives, and interdisciplinary connections across the field. The course is 
designed to help students situate their own research interests within relevant theoretical and disciplinary 
contexts.  

By the end of the semester, students will be able to critically compare and synthesize major bodies of 
literature, identify common themes and tensions across research traditions, and articulate how their 
research agendas connect to broader scholarship in information studies and related disciplines. 
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UNIVERSITY CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course provides an overview of the major subject areas, ideas, concepts, and theories of information 

studies and introduces the basics of research, publication, and academic conventions in information 

studies.  

 

PRE-REQUISITES FOR THE COURSE 

Doctoral program standing  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Analyze and synthesize themes, tensions, and connections across diverse research traditions in 

information studies and related disciplines.  

2. Apply key theories, concepts, and frameworks from information studies to develop and refine their 

emerging research agendas.  

3. Communicate their research interests and a specific research problem through written papers and 

oral presentations, situating their work within the broader landscape of information studies scholarship. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN?  

1. By engaging with the literature through reading, questioning, active listening, and discussion of 

assigned readings with peers and the instructor. 

2. Evaulating scholarly research by critically reviewing published papers, making recommendations 

(e.g., accept, best paper, or reject), and compare their reviews with peers. 

3. Developing original research ideas by conducting a literature review, identifying a novel research 

problem, and preparing written and oral presentations. 

 

COURSE CANVAS SITE 

https://utexas.instructure.com/courses/1455317 

 

TEACHING MODALITY INFORMATION  

This course requires in-person attendance. There is no alternative to in-person attendance, so you must 

ask your peers for notes in advance.  
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COMMUNICATION 

The course Canvas site can be found at utexas.instructure.com. While I ofen receive Canvas message, I 

noted that those are getting lost in my Inbox. Please email me at rieh@ischool.utexas.edu. When 

emailing me, please include [INF391D] in the subject line along with a topic. Any class announcement 

such as cancellations, changes to the deadline, will be communicated via Canvas. You are responsible 

for ensuring that the primary email address you have recorded with the university is the one you will 

check for course communications because that is the email address that Canvas uses.  

 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS  

Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of 

Student Affairs, Disability and Access (D&A) – see the University Policies and Resources for Students 

Canvas page or visit the D&A website.  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS  

There is no required textbook for this course. All assigned readings are available on Canvas and are 

required for class discussions and assignment preparation. 

 

SHARING OF COURSE MATERIALS IS PROHIBITED 

No materials used in this class, including, but not limited to, lecture hand-outs, videos, assessments 

(quizzes, exams, papers, projects, homework assignments), in-class materials, review sheets, and 

additional problem sets, may be shared online or with anyone outside of the class without my explicit 

written permission. Unauthorized sharing of materials may facilitate cheating. The University is aware of 

the sites used for sharing materials, and any materials found online that are associated with you, or any 

suspected unauthorized sharing of materials, will be reported to Student Conduct and Academic Integrity 

in the Office of the Dean of Students. These reports can result in initiation of the student conduct process 

and include charge(s) for academic misconduct, potentially resulting in sanctions, including a grade 

impact. 

 

https://utexas.instructure.com/
https://utexas.instructure.com/enroll/TP964H
https://disability.utexas.edu/
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/
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CONFIDENTIALITY OF CLASS RECORDINGS 

HOP 2-9970 prohibits students from recording class instruction (audio or video) unless a student obtains 

the instructor’s permission or Disability & Access has approved audio recording as an accommodation. 

Class recordings are reserved only for students in this class for educational purposes and are protected 

under FERPA. The recordings should not be shared outside the class in any form. Violation of this 

restriction by a student could lead to Student Misconduct proceedings. 

 

GETTING HELP WITH TECHNOLOGY [OPTIONAL] 

To learn more about available technologies for students or if you require technical assistance, please 

visit the Technology for Students website. Students needing help with technology in this course should 

contact the Support Center or help@ischool.utexas.edu. 

 

CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION 

This is a graduate-level course that requires active participation throughout the semester. My 

expectations for class participation and the grading criteria are as follows: 

 

Outstanding Contributor (95-100): This student consistently asks thoughtful questions and volunteers 

responses that enhance the learning experience for the entire class. They contribute insightful ideas and 

encourage broader participation in discussions. They post questions before class and write reflections 

after class almost every week. They attend every class session and always arrive on time. 

 

Good Contributor (90-94): This student frequently volunteers responses and asks questions that are 

relevant and helpful to the class. They regularly post questions before class and write reflections after 

class. They miss no more than one or two class sessions and consistently arrive on time. 

 

Adequate Contributor (85-89): This student occasionally volunteers responses or asks questions, and 

their contributions are generally relevant to the discussion. They post questions before class and write 

reflections after class intermittently. They are absent from up to three class sessions and arrive late on 

occasion. 

 

https://secure4.compliancebridge.com/utexas/public/getdoc.php?file=2-9970#:%7E:text=Recording%20Devices%20in%20Classrooms
https://tech.utexas.edu/services-tools/technology-students
https://ut.service-now.com/sp
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Non-Participant (80-84): This student rarely participates in class discussions. They seldom post 

questions before class or write reflections after class. They are absent from four class sessions and 

arrive late consistently. 

 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE POLICY  STATEMENT  

Generative AI use shall be permitted on a partial basis for academic work in this course, provided that 

students 1) use AI responsibly, 2) practice critical discernment and conduct meaningful human review of 

any output generated by AI, and 3) properly disclose use according to the disclosure policies in this 

syllabus. You will be informed by your instructor/s in writing as to the aspects of the assignments for 

which AI may be utilized and how it may be utilized. You are also welcome to seek prior approval to use of 

generative AI on any assignment. Using generative AI tools without authorization or failing to disclose 

generative AI use according to the disclosure policy in this course, even when AI use is permitted, may 

constitute academic misconduct under UT Austin’s Institutional Rules and may be referred to Student 

Conduct and Academic Integrity in the Office of the Dean of Students for resolution.  

 

AI Use and Disclosure Policy: All AI use must be disclosed. At the end of each assignment, include a 

brief statement describing any generative AI tools used, how they were used (e.g., brainstorming, 

outlining, editing, summarizing, coding assistance), and the extent to which the AI-generated content 

appears in the final submission. Failure to disclose AI use may be treated as a violation of academic 

integrity expectations. 

 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY EXPECTATIONS  

All allegations of academic misconduct will be referred by faculty to the Office of the Dean of Students. 

Students who violate University rules on academic misconduct are subject to the student conduct 

process. A student found responsible for academic misconduct may be assigned both a status sanction 

and a grade impact for the course. The grade impact could range from a zero on the assignment in 

question up to a failing grade in the course. A status sanction can include a written warning, probation, 

deferred suspension, suspension, or expulsion from the University. To learn more about academic 

integrity standards, tips for avoiding a potential academic misconduct violation, and the overall conduct 

process, please visit the Student Conduct and Academic Integrity website at 

https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/student-conduct-processes.php   

https://provost.utexas.edu/the-office/faculty-affairs/office-of-academic-technology/responsible-adoption-of-ai-tools/
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/student-conduct-processes.php
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Course Readings: Read the course readings critically in advance of the class session.  

 

Before-Class Questions “What I want to know” and After-Class Reflections “What I learned this week”: 

Post your questions and reflections every week.  

 

Canvas: Check out the Canvas site on a regular basis. Course readings, lecture notes, assignment 

instructions, grading rubrics, and other course-related resources will be communicated via the Canvas 

site.  

 

ABSENCES  

I will not take attendance each week, but I will be aware of and note absences and late arrivals. If you 

must be absent, please notify me by email. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Every paper should include the course number, a title, the submission date, your name, and your email 

address at the top of the first page (no cover page). All citations should use APA (American Psychological 

Association) style. For more information on APA style, please see https://apastyle.apa.org.  

 

All assignments should be handed in using Canvas. Assignment guidelines and rubrics for each 

assignment will be available on Canvas – Assignments. I use a 100-point scale to grade papers. Unless 

you are facing an emergency situation and you request an extension with a legitimate reason from me at 

least 48 hours in advance of the due date, points will be deducted for late submissions (2 points per day, 

including weekends).    

 
GRADE BREAKS  

Grade Cutoff 

A 94% 
A- 90% 
B+ 87% 
B 84% 

https://apastyle.apa.org/
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Grade Cutoff 

B- 80% 
C+ 77% 
C 74% 
C- 70% 
D+ 

D 

 

67% 

64% 

 F <60% 
 

Assignments  Percent of total 

grade 

Class Participation 10% 

Assignment 1: Before-Class Questions and After-Class Reflections 10% 

Assignment 2: Being the theorist    20% 

Assignment 3: Being a reviewer (two submissions) 20% 

Term Project Part 1: Title and Topic Statement  0% 

Term Project Part 2: Progress Report    10% 

Term Project Part 3: Paper and Presentation  30% 

TOTAL 100% 

 

FINAL EXAM DATE AND TIME  

This class does not have a final exam. Instead, students are required to submit a term project. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Week  Date Class Topic  Assignment Due  Being the theorist 

presentation 

1 Aug 27 Course Overview; What are iSchools?    

2 Sept 3 Research Practices      

3 Sept 10 Information Behavior     Submission of a 

theory paper 

4 Sept 17 Interactive Information Retrieval   Term project title and 

topic statement  
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5 Sept 24 Knowledge Organization and 

Classification 

 1 

6 Oct 1 Information institutions, librarianship, 

archives  

 2 

7 Oct 8 Socio-technical systems; social 

informatics  

Being a Reviewer 1 3 

8 Oct 15 Science and technology studies  Editorial Board Meeting 

Day 

 

9 Oct 22 Human-Computer Interaction   Term project progress 

report   

4 

10 Oct 29 Computer Supported Cooerative Work      5 

11 Nov 5 Social computing; Social network   6 

12 Nov 12 Human-Centered AI Being a Reviewer 2 7 

13 Nov 19 Doing science in the age of AI   Editorial Board Meeting 

Day 

8 

14 Nov 26 Fall Break; No class    

15 Dec 3 Class Wrap-Up; Term project 

discussions 

Term paper 

submission 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Assignment 1: Weekly Online Discussions (10%)  

 

Before-Class Questions: “What I Want to Know” 

Post a question on Canvas. Avoid posting questions that have already been answered in the readings. 

Instead, focus on questions that remain unanswered or unresolved based on your understanding of the 

readings. We will discuss selected questions during class. To ensure that your question is included in the 

discussion, please post it by Wednesday at noon. 

After-Class Reflections: “What I Learned This Week” 

After the class, return to Canvas and write a brief reflection on the lectures, readings, and class 

discussions. Alternatively, you may revisit questions posed by your classmates and reflect on whether 

you can now address any of them based on what you have learned. 
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Assignment 2: Being the Theorist (20%) 

Students will select one researcher and present their theory. You can choose a theory included in the 

course readings or select a theory outside the assigned readings. Please note that only one student may 

work on a given theory. If your preferred theory has already been selected by another student, please 

choose your second option.   

 

Imagine yourself as the researcher who developed the theory. How would you introduce your theory for 

the first time to an audience that does not know who you are and what your theory is? You (the theorist) 

may want to begin by sharing your academic background. It would be helpful to describe episodes that 

have led you to develop the theory (if such information is not available, you may invent a plausible 

scenario).  

 

Your audience is primarily consistent of graduate students who do not have extensive background 

knowledge or professional experience in information studies. Therefore, you should translate the 

language of your published work into terms and languages that students can understand. Your goal is to 

make sure that the audience not only understands your theory but also becomes excited about it. Use 

metaphors, analogies, stories, or practical examples that help illustrate your theory and encourage the 

audience to think about how the theory could be applied in their own work. Make an effort to think like the 

theorist, act like the theorist, and speak like the theorist. Make sure that you present your theory’s novel 

concepts. As the theorist, you should acknowledge the limitations or weaknesses of the theory at the end 

of your presentation.  

 

The outline of your presentation will be roughly as follows (feel free to add additional elements if you like):  

- Introduction of the theorist (include a photo)  
- How you became interested in a particular problem or question (inquiry)  
- Why you wanted to develop such a theory (motivation)  
- Did you collect empirical data to support the theory? (methods, if applicable) 
- What is your theory? What phenomienon were you trying to understand (explanation of theory) 
- How can you depict your theory visually?  (visual model or graphic)  
- Why is your theory important for researchers and/or practitioners? (targeted audience) 
- What contributions and implications does your theory offer? (contributions and implications)  
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Your presentation should be 20 minutes in length will be followed by a 10-minute Q&A session. Prepare 

your presentation slides and post your file to the Canvas before class. Your grade will be based on both 

the quality of your slides and the effectiveness of your presentation. While the instructor will assign the 

grade, your peers will provide feedback using an online evaluation form.   

 

Assignment 3: Being a Reviewer (20%)  

First Submission Deadline: October 8 (Select three readings from Week 3 to Week 7)   

First Editorial Board Meeting Day: October 15 

Second Submission Deadline: November 12 (Select three readings from Week 8 to Week 12)   

Second Editorial Board Meeting Day: November 19 

Pretend that you are serving as a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Information Studies, 

responsible for reviewing submitted articles and making acceptance recommendations. We will have two 

meetings to make final decisions regarding acceptance or rejection of manuscripts. Your responsibility is 

bring three papers that are worthy of discussion to each Editorial Board Meeting. Write a one-page review 

for each of the three papers you selected. It is important that you read your classmates’ reviews before 

the Editorial Board Meeting. Bring your laptop or printed copies so that you can refer to the reviews during 

the discussion.    

 

Your review comments should be written as if they are addressed directly to the authors. Be critical. 

Don’t criticize. Be constructive. A typical review begins with a brief summary of the paper.  Then discuss 

its main contribution to the literature, strengths of the work, weaknesses, and suggestions for 

improvement. Conclude by reiterating a positive comment.   

 

In formulating your review, you may consider the questions below (although not necessarily in this order).  

I want you to write a qualitative review. So, you do not need to provide ratings for each criterion.   

1. Originality: Is the paper sufficiently original and does it advance theory in a significant way?  
2. Related Work: Does the paper properly position itself relative to existing research?  
3. Conceptual Framework: Is there a clear theoretical or conceptual framework guiding the work? 
4. Methodological Rigor: Is the methodology appropriate for addressing the research question? 
5. Validity of Findings: Is there sufficient evidence supporting the findings? 
6. Implications: Are theoretical and/or practical implications clearly discussed? 
7. Quality of Presentation: Is the paper well-structured and is the writing clear?  
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Assignment 4: Term Project (40%) 

P1: Title and Topic Statement: September 10  

P2: Progress Report (10%): October 22  

P3: Term Paper (30%): December 3  

 

Each student will identify a research topic or issue covered in the course to select for in-depth study and 

will produce a critical, scholarly review, and propose an original research project.  

1. Title and Topic Statement  

Early in the process of selecting the topic, the student must obtain the instructor’s approval and 

guidance to ensure that the topic is appropriateness for scholarly inquiry. Your topic statement should 

include three components: identification of the topic being studied; identification of key concepts; and 

an explanation of the study’s significance. Write 1-2 paragraphs. I will provide feedback and approval to 

every student via email.  

2. Progress Report 

The purpose of the Progress Report is to provide you with feedback on your project. I strongly recommend 

scheduling a meeting with me before or after this submission. Include at least the following three 

elements in your report alghouth you are welcome to include additional content.   

- Introduction  
- Table of Contents 
- Preliminary reference list, including a brief explanation of why each source was selected   

 
3. Term Paper  

The final paper consists of two related parts: (1) a critical review and the synthesis of a research topic and 

(2) a proposal for a specific research project addressing an important issue within that topic area. The 

project shoulddemonstrate a thorough literature search and critical analysis.  

 

Do not write a literature review that simply summarizes who said what. Instead, the paper should provide 

a critical examination of major themes, issues, and approaches within the selected topic. Your paper 

should synthesize the literature and identify emerging trends and opportunities for future research.  

 

The outline of your paper should be as follows: 

1. Introduction: Introduce the topic; present the objectives and scope; explain its significance,  
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2. Critical review and synthesis: Critically evaluate the literature; present key concepts and theoretical 
perspectives; identify strengths, limitations, and gaps in existing research 

3. Current state of the field and emerging trends: Present emerging topics and evolving research 
direcions 

4. Problem statement: Articulate a signicant new research problem; explain why addressing this 
problem is important 

5. Proposed Study and Future directions: Propose a research project to address the identified problem; 
present the study’s purpose, conceptual framework, and research questions; discuss the expected 
contributions; conclude by describing future research directions for the field.   
 

This paper should be about 12-15 single-spaced pages long. The format for in-text citations and for 

references should follow the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA Style).  

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND RESOURCES  

 

UNIVERSITY POLICY ON TITLE IX 

Beginning January 1, 2020, Texas Education Code, Section 51.252 (formerly known as Senate Bill 212) 

requires all employees of Texas universities, including faculty, to report to the Title IX Office any 

information regarding incidents of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, or stalking that is 

disclosed to them. Texas law requires that all employees who witness or receive information about 

incidents of this type (including, but not limited to, written forms, applications, one-on-one 

conversations, class assignments, class discussions, or third-party reports) must report it to the Title IX 

Coordinator. Before talking with me, or with any faculty or staff member about a Title IX-related incident, 

please remember that I will be required to report this information. 

 

Although graduate teaching and research assistants are not subject to Texas Education Code, Section 

51.252, they are mandatory reporters under federal Title IX regulations and are required to report a wide 

range of behaviors we refer to as sexual misconduct, including the types of misconduct covered under 

Texas Education Code, Section 51.252. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a federal civil 

rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex – including pregnancy and parental status – in 

educational programs and activities. The Title IX Office has developed supportive ways and compiled 

campus resources to support all impacted by a Title IX matter. 

 

https://titleix.utexas.edu/
https://titleix.utexas.edu/mandatory-reporters
https://titleix.utexas.edu/what-is-title-ix
https://titleix.utexas.edu/what-is-title-ix
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If you would like to speak with a case manager, who can provide support, resources, or academic 

accommodations, in the Title IX Office, please email:  supportandresources@austin.utexas.edu. Case 

managers can also provide support, resources, and accommodations for pregnant, nursing, and 

parenting students. 

 

For more information about reporting options and resources, please visit: https://titleix.utexas.edu, 

contact the Title IX Office via email at: titleix@austin.utexas.edu, or call 512-471-0419. 

 
COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 

Students who are struggling for any reason and who believe that it might impact their performance in the 

course are urged to reach out to Bryce Moffett if they feel comfortable. This will allow her to provide any 

resources or accommodations that she can. If immediate mental health assistance is needed, call the 

Counseling and Mental Health Center (CMHC) at 512-471-3515. For urgent mental health concerns, 

please contact the CMHC 24/7 Crisis Line at 512-471-2255. 

 

 

 

mailto:supportandresources@austin.utexas.edu
https://titleix.utexas.edu/
mailto:titleix@austin.utexas.edu
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