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RESEARCH AREAS

My research focuses on racial and ethnic identity development among Black and Latino adolescent and
adult populations, with a particular emphasis on the influence of racism, discrimination and health
disparities on behavioral and mental health outcomes. Currently, my research agenda explores racism and
health disparities in sexual and reproductive health among Black and Latina/o adolescent girls and boys.
Specifically, I am conducting a mixed-method study that explores developmental and cultural pathways
by which Black and Latino adolescents differentially engage in high-risk sexual behaviors. I will identify
and assess evidence-based culturally appropriate positive youth development intervention programs for
preventing adolescent health risk behaviors among Black and Latino youth.
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