
Individual Through the Life Cycle (EDP 382) 
Spring 2017 - Unique # 10945 

 
Instructors: Dr. Marie-Anne Suizzo and Dr. Mary Claire Gerwels 
Office: SZB 506A Office hours: by appointment 
Phone: 512-507-8458 (cell) 
Email: msuizzo@austin.utexas.edu  
 
Purpose:  
To foster an in-depth, critical understanding of lifespan development. The course will investigate 
multiple dimensions of philosophical, historical, theoretical, empirical, and practical matters. A 
range of timely issues will be actively discussed including socioeconomic status, physical and 
health development, political climate, social and gender norms, cultural identity, mental health, 
emotional and affective development, behavior and interpersonal dynamics, academic 
achievement, and social adjustment into a unifying, comprehensive framework. This course is 
intended to make you wonder about influences that affect development and how they work 
together throughout life. Your questions will become the basis of reflections about your own life 
and will culminate in a project intended to make you aware of social science research and its 
applications. 
 
Textbook: Robert S. Feldman, Lifespan Development: A Topical Approach, 2nd Edition 
One or two supplementary readings (empirical articles) will be assigned each week and may be 
obtained from our CANVAS course site. 
 
Online course management through Canvas at instructure.utexas.edu 
 
Date Topic Readings Due this week 

 
Jan. 18 Intro. and Orientation to 

Lifespan Development 
Feldman Ch. 1  

Jan. 25 Genetics, Conception to 
Birth 

Feldman Ch. 2 
Sameroff, 2010 

 

Feb. 1 Physical Development & 
Temperament 

Feldman Ch. 3 
Cervera & Mendez, 2006 

 

Feb. 8 Language Development   Feldman Ch. 7 
Pungello et al., 2009 

 

Feb. 15 Piaget, Vygotsky, & 
Schooling 

Feldman Ch. 5 &  
Ch. 14 pp. 440-455 
Silva, Correa-Chávez, & Rogoff, 
2010 

Personal Reflection Paper 
1 

Feb. 22 Health, Wellness, & 
Resilience 
 

Feldman Ch. 4 
Selman & Adalbjarnardottir, 
2000 

 

Mar. 1 Exam 1   
Mar. 8 Information Processing 

 
Feldman Ch. 6 
Master, Markman & Dweck, 
2012 

Final project idea 

Mar. 15 Spring Break! 
Mar. 22 Gender & Sexuality  

 
Feldman Ch. 12 
Freeman, 2007 
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Date Topic Readings Due this week 
 

Mar. 29 Social, Emotional, & Self 
Development  

Feldman Ch. 9 & Ch. 10 pp. 
308-311  
Cole, Tamang, & Shrestha, 2006 

 

Apr. 5 Friendship 
 

Feldman Ch. 13 pp. 404-417  

Apr. 12 Moral Development & 
Aggression 

Feldman Ch. 11  
Krettenauer, Jia, & Mosleh, 2011 

Personal Reflection Paper 
2  

Apr. 19 Intelligence 
 

Feldman Ch. 8  

Apr. 26 Death & Dying 
 

Feldman Ch. 15  

May 3 Exam 2   
Final Project DUE May 10 at midnight. 

 
 

Expectations 
 

Class participation is important! Participation means that you come to class on time, stay until 
the end, and contribute to activities and discussions in a professional manner. It also means that 
you are not checking your phone or browsing on the web during class at any time, except during 
a break.  
 
To prepare for class discussions, please complete all assigned readings and be prepared to 
discuss them. To help you get the most out of the supplementary empirical articles, please use 
the “reading reflection guidelines” template on page 5 of this syllabus. I recommend you answer 
the questions in your notes to be best prepared for discussions. 
 
 

Graded Work 
 

Attendance and participation (10%):  Class activities or taking roll will be used to mark your 
attendance and participation. If you are absent without an excuse (e.g., doctor’s note, university 
requirement, or religious holiday) you will not get credit for attendance that day. 
 
Personal Reflection Papers (20%):  You will write two 3 to 4-page papers on topics within the 
course curriculum. The goal of these papers is to apply a theory from class readings to your 
personal life experiences, and reflect on the theory’s utility in better understanding your own 
development. The first paper is due on February 15 and the second paper is due on April 
12. 
 
Exams (20%):  There are two exams that will be a combination of multiple choice and essay. 
More details about these exams will be provided before the exam dates. 
 
Final Project (50%):  You will conduct a life-span interview study to analyze and integrate 
information you have learned in this class with the experiences of an older individual. In this 
interview, you will ask a series of questions related to class topics (i.e. parenting, romantic 
relationships, aging, etc.). You will record and transcribe the interview, then write an 8 to 10-
page paper on the interview. In the paper, you will discuss and integrate the individual's real life 
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experiences with reference to the various theories and concepts covered in the course. More 
details on this assignment, including sample interview questions, will be provided on CANVAS. 
This final paper is due by midnight on May 10.  
  
Grading Scale 
 
The following scale will be used to determine grades: 

A 94-100 C+ 77-79 
A- 90-93 C 74-76 
B+ 87-89 C- 70-73 
B 84-86 D 60-69 
B- 80-83 F Below 60% 

 
 
EDP Research Participation Requirement 
 
All students registered for this course must complete a research participation requirement 
through the Educational Psychology Department subject pool. To do so, you must either 
complete 5 credits worth of EDP subject pool studies or write the 5-page alternate assignment 
(a research paper about a roughly 20-page article). Please note the deadlines below: 

• To participate in studies, you must first activate your SONA account online at  
https://utexas-edp.sona-systems.com. To do this, activation instructions will be 
emailed to your official email address during the second or third week of classes.   

• Studies will be available beginning on Tuesday, February 14tht. The sooner you view 
the studies, the larger selection you will have. 

• The alternate written assignment will be posted on Tuesday, March 7th. This is for 
students who either prefer to not participate in studies or who do not meet the 5 credit 
requirement by the study completion deadline (below). 

• To fulfill this requirement through study participation, you must complete 5 credits of 
subject pool studies by midnight on Friday, April 21st. Otherwise, you must write the 
alternate assignment. 

• Alternate assignments are due by midnight on the last class day, Friday, May 5th.  
If you have questions about your participation in the EDP subject pool or about the alternate 
assignment, please visit the following website: 
 
http://www.edb.utexas.edu/education/departments/edp/subject_pool/students/ 
 
If you still have questions, please email the Subject Pool Coordinator, Hien Nguyen, at 
edpSubjectPool@austin.utexas.edu.  
 
 

University Requirements 
 

Special Needs: The University of Texas at Austin provides upon request appropriate academic 
accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. To determine if you qualify, please 
contact the Dean of Students at 471-6259; TTY 471-4641.  
 
Religious Holy Day Observance: If an assignment or exam falls due on a day when you are 
observing a religious holy day, we will work with you to find a time to submit the work. 
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Plagiarism: As a research university, the University of Texas at Austin takes plagiarism very 
seriously. You may read about plagiarism at 
http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/academicintegrity.html.  
 
The twelfth class day is Feb. 1, which is the last day to get a refund if you drop a class. 
 
Safety information: Occupants of buildings on The University of Texas at Austin campus are 
required to evacuate buildings when a fire alarm is activated. Alarm activation or announcement 
requires exiting and assembling outside. Familiarize yourself with all exit doors of each 
classroom and building you may occupy. Remember that the nearest exit door may not be the 
one you used when entering the building.  
Students requiring assistance in evacuation shall inform their instructor in writing during the first 
week of class. 
 
In the event of an evacuation, follow the instruction of faculty or class instructors. 
Do not re-enter a building unless given instructions by the following: The University of Texas at 
Austin Police Department, or Fire Prevention Services office. 
 
Other important Emergency Information: http://www.utexas.edu/safety/preparedness/ 
Behavior Concerns Advice Line:  Use this resource to help fellow UT members about 
which you have concerns BCAL:  232-5050 
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READING REFLECTION GUIDELINES 
EDP 382 Individual through the Lifecycle 

Spring 2017 
 

After reading each assigned article, think about and respond to the following questions in your 
notes. You will find these notes useful in group discussions about the readings. 
 
1. What are the two or three main points that the author (or authors) make in the article? If a 

friend saw you reading the article, and asked you what it was about, what would you tell 
them?  

 
2. Did the author(s) make a strong argument for these main points? If not, what were the 

weak points in his/her argument or method? 
 
3. Do you agree with those points?  Why or why not? 
 
4. Do you think all the points are important or are some of them less important in your view?  

Why? 
 
5. What are some of the implications of the main points, both for theory and for practice or 

policy?  
 
6. Are there hidden assumptions about human nature or human development that the author 

does not explicitly state but that may bias his/her main findings or points? Explain. 
 
7. What did you think about the methods used by the author to answer his/her research 

questions? Did they make sense to you, and if not, what did you find either confusing or 
inadequate in some way?  

 
8. If you were interested in answering the research questions investigated by the author(s), 

how might you go about it differently? 
 
9. What did you learn from reading this article that was most interesting or surprising to you? 

How do you think what you learned might change your thinking even if only in a small way? 
 
10. How do the main points or findings (or one of the main points or findings) relate to your own 

life and/or development? Does the author’s discovery or thesis make sense to you in terms 
of your own life experiences? 

 
Use these questions as guideposts to stimulate your thinking about the reading. Their purpose 
is to provoke you to think deeply about the reading, make some kind of personal connection 
with that reading, and then communicate your thoughts and reactions in group discussions 
and/or writing. The goal is for you to develop a habit of questioning what you read and 
questioning yourself in relation to what you read. 


