
Gender and Art in the Muslim World 
ISL 372, #41515 

Instructor: Faegheh Shirazi 

TTH 330-5 WAG 420 

Meets with MES 322K (41635), R S 358 (43690), and WGS 340 (47090) 

 

This course is a survey of the development of Islamic art (inclusive of most expressive, 

and creative art forms) in the Muslim societies from the earliest to the present time with a 

focus on gender and contemporary artistic issues. Topics will include: gender and gender 

identities; art patronage, Orientalism, themes of power; and their influential roles in form 

and express formation, the dominant artistic traditions before and after 1900, the loss of 

traditional aesthetics due to Western influence, and the re-emergence of calligraphic art 

as an expression of “Universal Muslim Identity”, and themes of artistic expressions as it 

is related to current world events (war, occupation of land, and religious resurgence).  

 

The Discussions incorporate analysis of historical, political, social & economical factors 

that gave rise to aesthetic changes in the regional cultures.  Selected biographical data on 

some of the most influential traditional and modern Muslim artists will be discussed, to 

provide a basis for the appreciation of the artistic works and the important roles played by 

the artists in regards to the theme of “Gender”, in both the traditional and the 

contemporary Muslim societies.  

 

Requirements: Upper Division Standing  

 

Grading:   
Attendance:    5% 

 

Active Class participation 10%  

 

Four Pop Tests 

(Lowest one will be dropped) 15% 

 

In Class Presentations  20% 

 

First Exam   25% 

 

Second Exam   25%   

(Given on the last day of the semester for this course) 

 

Texts: 

Readers Packet- Sold at Speedway Copy Center-Dobie Mall 

(When purchasing please pay attention to the title of the course- they do not accept 

returned packets) 
 
Revised: September,1. 2010 


